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THE WILL TO GET AND THE WILL TO 

GIVE 

"It is more blessed to give than to receive," said Jesus. "It 
is more blessed to get than it is to give" is the working creed of 
commercialism. The difference between the two outlooks on life 
is the difference between love and capitalism. An epoch begins 
in a man's life when he first thinks in terms of will instead of 
wealth. 

A man's will is a man's moral self. What he wills is vastly 
more important than what he does, for his dominating purpose is 
the center of his life. 

In these days of programs and general tinkering of our social 
order it is highly desirable that we face the matter of dominant 
will. 

We want to be scientific in our goodness but we need first of all 
a drive toward goodness. Knowledge is only a tooL The bad man 
will use knowledge in the interests of a bad will, and the good man 
will use knowledge in the interests of a good will. 

It is imperative that the church should recognize this simple 
fact. There are plenty of people who think they can reform the 
world because they have failed to reform individuals, but the prob- 
lem is the same in society as with individuals. The dominating 
will fixes futures. 

lfi& ifi& ifl& 

It is easy to develop the will to get because it is natural, born 
of the impulse for self-preservation and the super-impulse toward 
creature comfort. 

But to develop the will to give requires help from God himself. 
For the will to give is not the survival of our age-long ancestry 
but is an intimation of immortality. 
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The will to give is more than a synonym for charity. It might 
better be described as the will to share; or possibly better still, 
the will to love. That, plainly enough, is the very opposite of the 
will to power of which certain philosophers speak so much. 

It is the difference between Jehovah and Baal, Jesus and the 
Beast, God and Mammon. 

This uncompromising contrast should stir the ambition of the 
church. If its mission were to tame the will to get, clothe it with 
respectability, and teach it good table manners, its task would be 
simple and as petty as simple. 

The task the church actually faces requires audacity itself. 
It is no less than a reform against nature — or rather a reform of 
nature itself. As long as it remembers Calvary it can have no 
illusions as to the bitterness of the opposition which awaits it. 

«£* e5* «2* 

Men fight their benefactors as fiercely as their oppressors. 

And the way of the benefactor will be hard just as long as the 
will to get is in command. 

It is the business of religion to produce the will to give. It 
is a task at which it cannot play. The will to get cometh not forth 
save by prayer. 

Religion is not a pretty thing; it is as severe as the cruci- 
fixion. When it seeks to be pretty it ceases to be significant. 
When, in the interests of quick results, it prefers bureaucracy to 
democracy, when it substitutes ritual for righteousness, when it 
undertakes to make selfishness respectable, it has ceased to be 
the temple of the God who saves by giving. 

You cannot save the world by massaging out its sins or mani- 
curing its virtues. 

Salvation comes to a man or society only when by God's grace 
the will to get becomes the servant of the will to give. 



